. diffusion of correct principles, and the in- 


“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Worp 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things tere 
Prove all things; hold fast that which is goo Acts, xvii. 11. Thes v. 21. 
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- As we wish to place before our rea- 
ders with as little delay as practicable || gathered religious Assembly. - 
the present state of our religious socie: 1 Thus the Yearly Meeting of Pennsyl- 
ty throughout this Yearly Meeting; t || vaniaunder Divine favour, hasbeen reliev- 
is desirable that the necessary informa- |} eq from those convulsions into which it had 
tion on this subject should be forwarded || heen thrown bv the combined influence of 
immediately. a spirit of intolerance anda thirst for do- 
minion: the doubts and fears of such as 

New Pubdlication—A new paper, 0 || were halting between two opinions, and 


of the great Master of every rightly 


the plan of the Berean, has just been is- || who had availed themselves of the op-- 


sued at St. Clairsville, O. called the In- || portunity of attending its late sittings, 
formant, and printed by R. H. Miller. || have been removed, and they can ejac- 
We are pleased with the first number of |} late with the Psalmist :—“ Behold how 


this work, and cordially wish success to |] goed and pleasant it is for brethren ti 
an undertaking, having for its object the || dwell together in unity !” 


troduction of the charities of genuine || 
Christianity, and a faith which worketh 


by love, in the room of bigotry and intol. FOR THE BEREAN. 


drance. BATES’ DOCTRINES, 
‘THE YEARLY MEETING. 
: In the fontth number of the Repository 


As misrepresentations have already 
been made respecting this subject, we 
deem it proper to state that the Yearly 
Meeting of Friends for Penn. Del. &c. 
was held in Philadelphia from the 14th. 
to the 18th. of the preceeding month. 
The women occupied the large new 
house in Cherry Street, the men that in 
Green Street. More than threethousand 

- members met on that interesting and im- 
portant occasion, and several ministers 
from the adjacent Yearly Meetings ac- 
ceptably attended. It may be truly said 
that the body was edified together in love, 
much salutary counsel having heen hand- 
ed forth; and great harmony and bro- 
therly kindness prevailing, gave confirm- | 
ing evidence of the overruling presence | 


the author of the Doctrines continues his 
“defence”; but he finds it more conve- 
nient, it seems, to digress into a view of 
what he calls the “leading points of dif- 
ference between the two systems,” than 
torefute my arguments. The manner 
by which he contrives to make out these 
two systems is not a little curious. His. 

first “system” is made up of garbled quo~ 
tations and partial extracts, (in accom- 


an adept) from the writngs of primitive: 
Friends. In order t» form his. other 
| “system” he niakes me out to be “ the 
writers” then hz identifies “the writers’*- 
with the body of Friends, faisely called 
“separatists” Inthis way he manages. 
to make me latter responsible for 
*The orthodox. Yearly Meeting was opinions altheugh they have done no ach 
held the succeeding week. to inetir sich fesponsihility hut so tar 
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plishing which I have shown him to he © 
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from publishing a “system,” they hare de- 
clared that they have “no new Gospel to 
preach, nor any other foundation to lay 
than that already laid.”—Not so with the 
author’s book, which, having received the 
sanction of the. ortliodox party in the 
Meeting for Sufferings, may be tairly ac- 
cepted as their “system.” 

In stating the “points of difference,” 
our author handles the writings of 
Friends in the same manner that creed- 
makers have handled the Scriptures, to 


give currency and effect to their discor- 


dant schemes ; i. e. by making partial and 
garbled extracts, and thus forming a 
“system,” which the general scope and 
tenor of. these writings do not warrant. 
Of the truth of this, any impartial reader 
may be convinced by reading the “Re- 


view” of the Indiana Epistle. 


The members of the Society of Friends 


$n common with those of other denomina- 


tions, differ, and have always differed, 


more or less, in many unessential partic- 


ulars; with this difference, however, that 
the former have never established a 
written creed to coerce their brethren in- 
touniformity in this respect; and have 


hitherto manifested much liberality and 


charity towards each other herein. The 
want of this liberal and charitable feeling, 
inspired by the spirit of the Gospel, is one 
of the strongest characteristic features of 


‘the orthodox, that have sprung up, with- 
‘ja few years, in the bosom of the Socie- 


ty of Friends, giving rise to those intole- 
rant measures for which this party is dai- 
ly becoming more and more. distinguish- 
ed. The want of this feeling is. plainly 
discerned in our author’s “ Defence,” giv- 
ing rise to numerous unfounded charges, 


-misrepresentations, and accusations; and 
‘as he has not fairly stated, according to 


my appreheusions, “the leading points of 


difference between the two-systems,” as 


he is pleased,tocall them, I will endea- 


vour to present them, in a ey way 
before the reader. 


The Society of Friets]s believes i in the 
authenticity of the Scripwres, and that 


they were written by men \spired’ with 


the Holy Spirit. It recommends the fre- 
~ quent reading of them, as being profitable 
doctrine, for Yeproof, for correction, 


and instruction in ere and it 


-~ 


thankfully uses them as ali ee oftea 
cites them in corroboration of the doc- 
trine it holds. But it does not accept 
them to be the primary rule, origin, ot 
test of faith and practice, ner the judge 
of controversy ; conferring this exalted 
character, and office, on the divine inter- 
nal light, or grace of God, the infallible 
guidance and instruction of which it is 
the peculiar characteristic of the Scciety 
to hold up to the world, and to call and 
direct unto, as the only sure fountain of 
divine knowledge, ground of true faith, 
unerring director—leading intoall truth ; 
Christ within, the alone Saviour, and hope 
of glory. And it values the scriptures 
chiefly because they bear witness, and di- 
rect to this heavenly principle in the 
hearts of men, and give the experiences 
of many who have lived under its holy in- 
fluence and government. The Orthodox 
charge Friends with denying the Scrip- 
tures, but on'what ground is not ascertain- 
ed, unless it is that they refuse to consid- 
er them to be the frimary rule ef faith, 
and only source of divine knowled 

The Society of Friends believes in one 
God ; a Spirit omnipotent and’ omnipres- 
ent ; the Creator, Upholder, and Pre- 
server of the universe, and all things 
therein ; infinite in mercy, and goodness, 
and love; whois Lieut, and in Him js no 
darkness at all. Who hath at sundry 


| times, and, in condescension to their va- 


rious states and capacities, in divers mah- 
ners, revealed Himself to men, and made 
known His holy will and purpose concern- 
ing them, without respect to nations or 
persons : to our first parents He made 
Himself known by His light and grace, in 
the “ garden” of their hearts: His spirit 
strove immediately with the Antedilu- 
vians, and instrumentally by a preacher 
of righteousness. He has revealed him- 
self to the Gentiles, in such a manner as 
was best adapted te their condition ; and 
to the Jews, by the law, the prophets, and 
more eminently by Jesus Christ, the Mes- 
siah. Miraculously conceived and born 
of the Virgin Mary, this holy person liy- 
ed and walked in Judea, and showed forth 
many miracles and mighty works which 
God did by him: who came to do the 
Father’s will—to fulfil the law, and ‘to 
abolish it, blotting out the hand writing of 
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ordinances that stood against his nation, 
and redeeming the transgressions under 
the first Testament; for where there is 
no law, there is no transgression. He 
came alsoa liglit toenlighten the Gentiles; 
to bear testimony to the truth ; to be an 
example that we might follow his steps, 
and to introduce and establish in a dark 
world, a more glerious and spiritual dis- 
pensation than then existed, by rending 
the veil that covered it, andl enlightening 
the understandings of men by his bless- 
ed precepts, life, and conduct. But in 
executing his sacred mission, this righ- 
teous person became obnoxious to the 
Scribes and Pharisees, through whose 
means he was by wicked hands crucified 
and slain, thus sealing his testimonies 


with his blood. But he left behind him | 


instruments prepared and empowered to 


carry on the glorious work which he had | 


paved the way for, and begun: which 


work, although much marred in after | 
times, still continues to be upheld and | 


maintained, by the operation of the pro- 


mised spirit and. comforter that was in Je- | 
sus; Christ in us the hope of glory, lead- | 


ing and guiding his obedient followers in- 


to all Truth, and redeeming and saving | 


them from all iniquity and sin. 


Not satisfied with rational and scriptu- | 


ral views of this subject—not consenting | 


to be instructed and saved by following | 
the teaching and guidance of the spirit of | 


‘Truth in their hearts, men, in their dark 
imaginations, have run into speculations ; 


written thousands of volumes; invented | 


system- upon system, and creed upon 
creed; and inorder toenforce them, plant- 
ed the gibbet and the stake, and steeped 
theland.in blood. ThushasChristendom 
been divided into sects and parties, and 
controversy, and confusion, and strife 
abound therein. Our author has joined 
in this work, (we impeach not his mo- 
tives) and offeredto the world, in con- 
junction with his orthodox brethren, ano- 
ther “system,” or “scheme of redemp- 
tion”; who, like other creed-makers, are 
now deeply engaged. in destroying the 
bonds and comforts of religions fellowship, 
and poisoning the fountain of social enjoy- 
ment, in order to maintain it. We will 
proceed to give some. of the prominent 
features of this “ system.” 


| 


The orthodox “ system,” out of one ob- 
ject of faith and worship, virtually’ con- 
stitutes three. Our author has denied 
that he meant or made a distinction in the 
divine nature, in his “Doctrines,” but 
when he tells us that the offices of Re- 
deemer, Mediator, &c. belonged to Christ 
exclusively, and “To No oTHER,” and 
that he was “ the only person that’ evet 
stood in the same relation”—that “he 
condescended to take flesh”—and. “con- 


descended to become the Redeemer’— 


and that the “ Divine nature kssENTIAL- 
LY BELONGED To HIM”—that he was om- 
nifiotent in his ability to save, that he was 
an object of worship &c. (vid. pp.88, 90, 
91, 106, of the Doctrines) when, I say, 
this language stands recorded in his 
work, it is in vain for him any longer to 
prevaricate on this point. On other parts 
ofthis scheme the author writes with 
equal decision. He also unites with the 


Calvinists in asserting that the sufferings | 


and death of Christ were of “divine ap- 
pointment,” foreordained, and “neces- 
sary”: [pp. 85, 95,96, 

The author’s orthodox brethren beth 
here and in England, exhibit concurrent 
testimony to the adoption of the trinita- 
rian creed. Gurney openly avows ‘it, 
calls the Holy Spirit “a person” and ev- 
en speaks of the Deity in the f/ura/ num- 
ber, as the “ opsects” of our faith; and 
Jeremiah Hubbard in his “ Farewell Ad- 
dress,” uses the language, “ God the /a- 
ther, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost”! ! 

Let us suppose, for a rioment, t that our 
author, as he asserts, did not intend to re- 
present the Son as a distinct person from 
God, then we may substitute the latter 
for the former, and we shall read as fol- 
lows: Gop “condescended to take flesh” 
Gop was crucified, and by submitting to 


. this ignominious death, purchased of God 


grace and salvation! God, by his suffer- 
ings made an atonement to God for our 
sins! God gave the spirit to God with- 
out measure? God was born of the 
gin Mary, and consequently the Virgin 
_was the mother of God! God, “by di- 


vine appointment,” foreordained the suf _ 


ferings and death of God! Such, and 
many more gross absurdities follow from 
enr auther’s doctrine: But if a distin 
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ton is implied by his language as quoted | 
Rei above, which I think cannot be denied, 
ry f then he involves himself in the no less ir- 
5 rational and anti-scriptural tenets of the 


the INNOCENT suffering instead of the 
GuILty. -An( all, says our author, by the 
APPOINTMENT’! Itis for re- 
jecting such opinions that Friends are 


~ 


trinitarian scheme, as set forth by W. 
Penn, in his “Sandy Foundation Sha- 
ken.” 

Reader! It is for rejecting these 
crue and carnal speculations, that 
writer roundly charges Friends with. de- 
nying the Divinity of Christ: Because 
they believe what Jegus has affirmed of 
himself, that he could do nothing oF HIM- 
skL¥F—that the Father that dwelt in him 
did the work—that he was not possessed 
ofa “proper,” distinct, orindcfiendent Di- 


charged with trampling on the blood of 
the covenant, and calling it an unholy 
thing! 
Friends believe in the atonement, bot! 
as to its outward and inward application ; 
but they believe its operation to be upon 
man, and not upon God. “ And all things 
are oF Gop, who hath reconciled us to 
himself [not himself to us} by Jesus 
Christ.” He, as the instrument, blotted 
out the hand writmg of ordinances that 
was against the Jews—redeemed “the 


vinity, (for these terms all mean the | 
same thing) but that what he was, he 
was by the spirit ¢rvzn unto him by his 
Father; and what he did, he did by and 


transgressions that were under the first 
| testament”—passed through it; fulfilled 
| it;.ended the shadows of it; sét up the 
) - new and living way, and thus brought the 
through the power of God conFgRReD | Jews into a capacity to be RECONCILED, 
upon him.—It is for believing these scrip- | or into a RECONCILEABLE STATE. And. 
‘tural and palpable truths, that he charges | this he did more by his LiFe than by his 
them with deism aud infidelity! Butlet | pears: fora short time before he was 
us exumine this “system” a little fur- || betrayed, he declared; “I have finished 

ther: | the work which thou gavest me to do”’; 
‘It makes Grace and the Gospel mat- |; but his death being the conseguence ot 
ters of bargain and sale: Friends believe || his mission, and of his obedience and de- 


rj them to be the free gifts of God. 


It makes the coming of Jesus Christ 
the cause of God’s love toa sinful world ; 
Friends regard it as the effect. 7 

It represents God as forgiving sin, by 

receiving a satisfaction: they believe 
Tiim incapable of change ; that He for- 
gives, through infinite mercy, on the con- 
ditions of repentance and amendment of 
life. Once dissatisfied, He must ever 
have remained so; once irreconcileable, 
He must ever have continued in that 
state. Being the onty INFINITE, no FI- 
Ni) £ cattse could ever have reached Him, 
or produced an infinite «ffect. Man is 
shangeable: Ge is reconciled to God, 
(not God to him) or he is not, according 
as he complies with, or rejects the prof- 
fered terms. 

The orthodox system implies a denial 
of the ufonement or firofiihution, by giv- 
ing such a definition of it, and ascribing 
such an operation. to it, as to&make it 

POSSIBLE 
of a Being, one of whose chief attributes 
igimmutadility, and that change was. ef- 
fected-—Divine justice was appeased—by 


It altered, they say, the state » 


votedness to the cause, and the most 
striking feature of the whole transaction, 
it is not unfrequentiy spoken of in the 
New Testament, as comprehending the 
whole. Thus our author, governed by 
a literal construction, and outward views, 
tellsus that grace and salvation were 
purchased by Christ’s death. Were 
this true, then the grand and chief object 
of his coming remained unaccomfpilished, 
when he said—*Z have finished the 
work”! In like manner, J. J. Gurney af- 
firms, as well as our author, that it was 
by means of his death [outwardly] that 
the Messiah obtained a complete vic- 
tory over our spiritual enemits.. Now 
the death by which this victory was 
chiefly obtained, was a death ¢o se/f': the 
same death the Apostle alludes to when 
he says—* I die daily.” Jt was by a 
of perfect righteousness; an inward dy- 
ing to the first motions of self—a _resist- 
ing of every temptation tosin, that this vic- 
tory was effected; and not by his outward 
death which was brought about exclu- 
sively by “ wicked hands”; if it were not 
so, then it will follow, that one of the 
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greatest works ofall remained yet to, be 
accomplished, when Jesus said—* have 
overcome the world”—*I have finished 
the work’? 

The whole object of Christ’s outward 
coming was to make atonement; or to 
reconcile man to God ; his who!@hife and 
Jabours were directed to this point— 
“That they all may be one; as thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
may also be ove in us.”—Nor do we lim- 
it the virtue and efficacy of this outward 
atonement to the Jews only; for who 
that is susceptible of impressions, can 
look back on these transactions—can con- 
template these evidences of the unlimited 
mercy and goodness of God to a dark 
and sinful world, the benefits derived to 
us in re-establishing a pure church, and 
the testimonies thereby afforded to the 
Truth—the veil rent—obstacles remov- 
ed, and the living way opened—without 
feeling his soul humbled; his heart filled 
with gratitude, and hjs ear disposed to 


listen ‘o the apostolic entreaty—* We 


pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God”? 

The death of Christ our author tells 
usin page 98, “was both designed and 
necessary,” and in page 105, he says “ It 
was intended that he should be tempted” 
—and that le “should overcome the 
world the flesh and the devil.” In short 
the “striking events of his life and 
death,” it is affirmed, “ were necessary, 
and in the course of infinite wisdom.” 
[106—94] Thus, although he had just 
lefore written 30 pages to prove that the 
doctrine of fredestination is inconsistent 
beth “with scripture and with reason:” 
yet when he finds it convenient to use it 
asa prop to his tottering, carnal “ sys- 
tem,” he. introduces it without scruple, 
ahd even appeals to the scriptures in its 
support! He asserts, however, that there 


is “no calvinistic principle involved in: 


this doctrine;” because “a distinction 
may be drawn between the events and 
theagents ;” our Lord did not make the 


devil what he was;’?—*neither did he- 


make the Jews the devil’s servants ;” 
they acted “under the exercise of their 
own choice.” [p. 96—106] Thus he uses 
the’same arguments that the ca/vinists 
do, in support of their doctrine, and 


| 


— 


thereby identifies their scheme witb his 
own. 

_ I the contemplation of this part of the 
ofthodox system, a crowd of absurdi ies 
presses upon the mind... In the firstplace, 
the “ Divinity essentially belonged” to 
the being who was subjected to these e- 
vents ; and, as there can be but one being 
which the Divinitv can “ essentialiy 
belong,” and that being must be God; 
therefore God was tempted—hetraved, 
and amurdercd! But further, God de- 
creed that these events should happen 
to himse/f,and that Limself should “ over- 
come”! 
Again, why any more “ distinction” be- 
tween the “event” and the “agents,” in 
this case, than in the case of any other 
murder? Kwery crime, sav the caivinisis 
is fore-ordained, but the criminal sinning 
willingly, or in the words of out author, 
“under the exercise of his own choice,” 
is justly punished. ‘Phe argument lic-- 
ever is but a feeble subterfuge to avoid 
an aysurd consequence, and amounts to 
a virtaal abandonment of the doctrine; 
that is, that God leaves tlie reprobate 
“under the exercise of his own choice,” 
in the comaiission of crime, and then 


voluntary sins; or in other words, he 
has decreed what should br, merely be - 
cause He saw that it would bc!! 

Qur author hasalsostated that thedeath 
of Christ was “zecessary.” Accord- 
ing to his “ system” it was truly necessa- 
ry, for had it not been for this murderous 
deed, all mankind must have been eteér- 
nally lost ; and God could not have saved 
the world in any ovher way, otherwise it 
would not have been “necessary’’! Divine 
justice must have ever remained’ unap- 
peased, unsatisiied, without shedding tie 
blood of Jesus Christ. Such is the ortho- 
dox “system 3” let us contrast it with the 
doctrines of the Society of Friends. 

One system teaches that the chief end 
of Jesus Christ’s outward appearance 
was effected by his death ; the other by 
his “fe. ‘The first that his death was 


fore-ordained, and therefore an act of 
God; but the second that “by wyekcud 
hands” he was crucified and slain”; aud 
that had they known it, they would not 


have killed the Lord cf glory. 


confirms “by divine appointment” his _ 
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_-One system teaches that his death was 
necessary : the other Gare not thus /imi: 
Omnipotence, nor make crime essential t: 
fulfil his counsels, : 

One system teaches that the taking up 
and laying down of that “ prepared body” 
constituted the scheme of salvation ; the 
other that this was a part only of that 
scheme ; that Christ was manifested in 
that outward manner, toand for the Jews 
only, an outward people ; yet, great ben- 
efits are acknowledged to be derived to 
us thereby, in opening the way for, and 
and re-establishing asfiritua/ church, by 
his spiritual appearance in the hearts of 
men, leading into all truth ; the true way, 
and universal scheme of salvation. 

' One system teaches that the taking on 
of that body was necessary to constitute 
Christ the Saviour of mankind: the other 
that he was tue same Saviour before his 
outward appearance, as he is now to us: 
the only difference being in point of man- 
ifestation. 

One system makes a distinction be- 
tween/God and our Saviour; the other 


recognizes none ; that God isa Holy One, | 


and not a holy two, or three, and besides 
him there is no Saviour. And He saves, 
and has saved by his own Holy Spirit, 
power, light, or grace, operating in and 
on the hearts of the children of men. 
Finally, the orthodox system in assert- 
ing a distinction in the Divine nature: in 


f wardly or inwardly, immediately or in- 
strumentally—still the same Word, the 
same Christ, the same Gon, who is over 
all, through all, and in. us all—this view, I 
repeatit, does own and establish Hts 
Divinity, and accords with the charac- 
ter sivigp of Him in the scriptures of 
truth. 

The “leading points of difference” be- 
tween the orthodox system, and the other, 
inregard to /rractice, are not less strongly 
marked. 
| One system must have a written creed 

to fetter and bind the conscience; the 
other leaves it to God, who, by his light 
ani grace can alone give it the knowledge 
of himself, and purge it from. dead 
works. | 
One system judges men by their oftiz* 
ions ; the other by their /rractice ; hence 
' the denouncing, accusing, and intolerant 
spirit of orthodoxy. 
| One system uses the discipline as a 
| sword; proscription and contumely: are 
| its antidotes to error. The other re- 


= 


. -gards the discipline as a hedge to pre- 
| serve, and exercises it as a means to re 
claim. 

| One system scatters, divides, and re- 
pels those they deem in error, and its 
| language is—* stand off, I am holier than 
| thou”! ‘The language of the other is— 
“Come, let us reason together.”—* Ye 
, know that the princes of the Gentiles ex- 


making God a mutable Being by redson || ercise dominion over them, but it ‘shall 
of the doctrine of satisfaction: in limiting || not be so among us; but whosoever will 


his omnipotence ; in making him to de- \ be great among us, let him be our min 
cree the murder of his beloved Son, and | 


thus inflicting suffering on the innocent, 
for the sins of the guilty, with many other 
irrational consequences which it supposes, 
does, in fact, imply a denial of his Divin- 
ity, and goes to invalidate the Scriptures 
of truth, on which the authors of this 
scheme, through their outward and liter- 
al construction of them, profess to found 
their doctrines. But the other system, in 
making God One, and indivisible ; in clo- 
thing Him with all His Divine Attributes; 
whether putting forth His Word in crea- 


_ tion, or His power and wisdom, which js) Datural virtue, power, aud + 
the Christ, in the work. of salvation— || Cleanseth, saveth, and justifieth? If itbe, 
through all His manifestations, whether 


in the flesh, or in the spirit, atoning, me- 
diating, and interceding with man, out 


ister; and whosoever will be chief among 
us, let him be our servant ; for one is our 
Master, even Christ, and we are all breth- 
ren.” 

I subjoin the following extracts as hav- 
ing immediate relation to the foregoing 
subjects, and which our author may ex- 
amine at his leisure. 

Ain enemy to Creeds. 


it 


| But whereas, so much mention is 
|, made of the bloodshedding, and so much 
\} efficacy and virtue scems to be derived 
| from it ; I ask, is it not a spiritual, super- 
efficacy that 


\ 


| how then does it proceed from the shed- 
|| ding of the blood outwardly, (which shed- 
| ding by the soldier’s spear was a wicked 
 aet)-or from the essence of the blood, if if: 
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perished, and be not in being, as is con- t called Christ ‘Good Master,’ he refused 


‘Tessed ¢ And is it good doctrine to say, 
that the blood, or life, ‘which sanctifies 
and justifies true believers.in all ages, is 
not in being? When sanctification, purg- 
ing the conscience &c. is a real wovk, can 
it be done by a thing that is not? And 
yet we know that Christ, the one offering, 
the living Sacrifice, and the blood of the 
Covenant, which cleanseth them that 
walk in the light, ‘(1 John i. 7.) is still in 
being, and was throughout all ages.” 

| Light of Christ within, by G. Whitehead. 
(Pid. Ch. Quaker fr. 45.) 

“The great sufferings, burthens, and 
afflictions of Christ, were occasioned by 
man’s sin, disobedience, and turning from 
his life and light within, and this brought 
tlarkness and death over mankind, and 
therefore Christ deeply travailed in the 
‘spirit of prayer and intercession, through 
«ill his sufferings, to bring forth his own 
tife and light, for man’s deliverance out 
ofdeath and darkness, that he might sce 

_his seed, and the travail of his sou), and 
be satished.”—[ 7d. 351. 

* And so the work of Christ in saving 
and redeeming man from iniquity, and in 
inaking atonement, peate, and union be- 
tween God and man, however these be 
cirectly pointed at and made way fer by 
the suffering and death of Christ, yet 
they are inwardly revealed, effected, anc 
fulfilled by the spirit or life of ‘Christ, 


where the word of reconciliation is receiv- |, 


ed in the heart. For Christ’s appear- 
_anoe and sufferings in the flesh, did really 
and directly point at those iptv ends, 
(which are for man’s eterna 

to be fulfilled by his appearance in spir- 
it”? —[ Tb. pr. 354. 

“ But if your Christ doth consist of ‘a 
Suman or earthly body of flesh and bone,’ 
our Christ who consisteth of oa 
spirit, at:1 heavenly body, (of Divine life 
and light, a spiritual ad glorious body) 
is above you and yours. So we must 
leave you Anabaptists, with your earthly 
‘Christ, consisting of a human body of 
flesh and bone, together with your emp- 
ty and lifeless shadows, and your dark- 
ness and enmity wherewith you are stir- 
ring up smoke and darkness with preju- 
dice against the truth, and true light, 
and against us for bearing witness there- 
Ib. fr. 369. 


The scriptures not the rule, nor judge 


of controversy.—[ Vid. Christian Quaker | 


225—247.. 


“Tt is not possible for the Father to de- 


_ get, or put forth a being that can work 


good independently of himself; for then 
, or, Which isthe 
ssame thing, two Gods. Hence, when one 


Ahere would be two 


advantage) 


|| to accept the title, as applied to himself, 
| independently of the only real, goodness, 
| the goodness of God ; and makes this re- 
' turn, ‘Why callest thou me good, there is: 
| none good but one, that is Ged’. This 
must hold good forever; for the moment 
| any other independent source of real good- 
| ness is admitted, another God is that mo- 
ment admitted; or good is admitted, . 
which the one God is not the source and 
author of ; hence, es @ son, Christ was 
and is as absokately and entirely depen- 
dent upon the Father, as any of us. In- 

ceed, were he not so, he could not be ke 
\*us in all things, sin excepted: as we can 
| do no geod thing merely of ourselves, so 
he, it like us-in all things but sin, can do 
nothing of himself, merely and indepen- 
dently. Hence, he could do many 
| mighty works in some places, because of 
| the people’s unbelief; the Father, by the 
_ eternal power, not making way there for 
' the visible display of the glory and pow- 
er of the sonship.: Nor was this total de- 
pendency confined wholly to power ; it 
, was as real with regard to wisdom and 
knowledge ; and so certainly as. we have 
_ho real wisdom aad knowledge, but what 
_we have received, so certainly was the 
| case the same with the blessed Jesus.” 

J. Scott ffi. 29, 30. 

|. But to return to the subject of the ab- 
| solute dependence of the Son upon the 
| Father. Some may think it very strange 
_ that I dare assert he is as dependent for 
| wisdom, power, and refreshment of sou), 


_ that the Son was the Son from all eterni- 


' asthe Father; and that as the Sonand be- 
gotten, he wasGod! A darker doctrine 
| than which I do not remember to have 
' met with in heathen mythology !—f[ J). 
| ft. 35. 

“ For my part, I fear not the heathen’s 
rage, nor the people’s imagination of vain 
thiags: for 1 know with all the certainty 
_ that 1 Know.any Gospel trath, that in the 
| midst of a high profession of Christ, dark - 
_ ness still covers the earth, and gross dark- 
| ness the people; and I care not how 
| soon their false rest is disturbed—yea, ra- 

ther I wish it may be disturbed, and be- 
lieve it will be so, for the spfrit of the 
Lord is grieved with the lifeless, unsanc- 
tified, and unsound profession of Christi- 
anity that abounds m the nations. 

“1 would as soon trust my immortal 
state upon the profession of deism, as 
upon the common notions of salvation 
_\| Christ! Many seem to think if Christ, 
ir. name, be the object of their profession, 
they. were certainly m the true faith ; 
wisereas few of €hem have any clear 

‘ 


| as any ot us; for they have been taught: 


_ ty; begotten, and yet, as begotten, as old. 
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sense, either what or where Christ is, ana 
are ready to quarrel with every thing 
that tease to open;the mystery. Jam as | 
sure there is no salyation out of Christ, | 
as 1 am ofany thing in the world: 1 am | 
also as sure that the common ideas of | 
salvation are very greatly beside the true | 


doctrine of salvation by ‘Christ. And, | 


the truth and grace of God to men, the 
assurances of divine mercy, the free for-. 
giveness of sins, and the hope of eternal 
life, what would his death have taught, 
what benefits would it have conveyed. to_ 
mankind ? 
3. It stands connected with his high ex- 


| allation, and with the preaching of the 
fellowship of Christ, as inwardly reveal- | gospel, and the communication of ail its 


ed trom glory to glory to these who keep | blessings to the Gentiles. “ Christ also 


a single eve to his holy light within them, } suffered for us, leaving us an example.” 
as I am believing that Gop made the hea- | 
vens and the earth !”—[ Ib, 16.—See 
aso the article “ Atonement.” 

(* The subject of the writings of ourde- 
ceased friead, Job Scott, referred trom 
the Second month last, entitied, Some 
brief remarks upon the nature of Salva- 
tion by Christ, showing that it is a birth 
of Divine Life in Man, &c. were again 
considered, and the sentiments of several 
friends expressed thereon. ‘Ihe general 
tenor of the pieces has had the manifes- 
tation of unity : and a concern has accom- 
panied the discussion that the suspension 


now contemplated may not preciude it 


‘rom future care, with a belicf it may | 
used ina different sense entirely. Thus 


Js. 43.3. Igave Egypt tor thy ransom- 


hereaiter be resumed with usetuluess. 
Yet for want of satisfactory evidence 
that the present is a suitable time to au- 


thorise a further proceedure, the subject | 


is referred until its revival may be ap- 
proved.” —| Latracted from the minutes 
ofa meeting “refiresentiig the religious 
Societ of tn New England,” — 
4820. 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


ON THE CHARACTER AND MIS- 
SION OF JESUS CHRIST, 


( Continued from fi. 103 ) 


The value and importance of the death | give his we:l-beloved sun for our redemp- 


of Christ appear 
1. From its connexion with his office 


audcharacter asthe Messiah. His death | 


derives.its high interest, not from what 
he was in his person, but from what he 
was as ap Official character, from its con- 
nexion with his divine Mission. 

2. It was a seal of his testimony, a 
confirmation of the gospel; hence, his 
»loud is called the blued of the new cov- 


caanu* Had he died without. revealing | 


“*We understand this in a restricted | 


sense: the blood of the, new covenant, 
pronerly ing: is the Word, the Life 


ii 


_som price for sinners, to rescue them 


If his death had been vicarious, he could 
be no example to others, unless they are 
to suffer as an atonement for the sins af 
mankind, 

4. In his sufferings and death, his doc- . 
trine and precepts were illustrated, ex- 
emplified and enforced. 

But itis objected by the orthodox to 
this simple view of the effects of Christ’s 
death, that he gave himself.aransom for 
many, interpreted by them asa substitute 


many. 


‘lhe word ransom in the scriptures is 


&c. He effected a deliverance of Israel, 
by his judgments on the nations mention- 
ed. Prov. 21.18. ‘The wicked shall be 
a ransom for the righteous &c. The de- 
struction of the wicked should be deliver+ 
ance to the righteous, Hosea 13. 14, 
God hath promised to ransom his people 
from the power of the grave. 

No where in the scriptures is it said 
that Christ gave himselfto God, asa ran- 


_ from his vengeance. But God himself is 


| said to give the price, in the figurative 
_ sense in which the word price is used; to 


tion—to be a Sav iour—to effect what was 
necessary for our salvation, Christ gave 
his life a ransom for many,as he laid it 
down, patiently snbmitted to all his suf- 
ferings, to effect their deliverance from 
sin and death. Aiter his example, his 
followers should be always ready to do or 
suffer whatever may promote the salva- 
tion and happiness of mankind. “Even 
as the Son of mat came not to be miristers_ 

ed unto, but to minister, and he gave his ~ 
life a ransom for many.” 


of Christ in the soul.—See Jno, 6, §1—55. 
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“ing the truth; Is. 53. 3 the people having 
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it is hated that Christ. was our 
surety. 
** My Surety undertakes my cause, 
Answering his Father’s broken laws! 
Behold my soul at freedom set ; 


My surety paid the dreadful debt.” t 


Only one text in the New Testament 
declares Jesus a surety ; and this is not of 
sinners, but of a better covenant—the gos- 
pel. Heb. 7. 22. He was made this 
surety bv his appointment to his office. 
What need have sinners of mercy and 
forgiveness, if their surcty made full sat- 
isfaction for their sins? 

It is said we deny the Lord that bought 


that Jehovah dought them: but of whom 
did he buy them? What price did he 
give forthem? The expression is figu- 
rative. Judges He sold them &c. 
that is, he delivered them into the hands 
of their oppressors. In Prov. 23. 23, buy- 


sold themselves for nought; Is. 61, 1.buy- 
ing without money; Rev. 3. 18. buying 
rold and white raiment, are figurative 
modes of speech. Christ does not sed/ the 
blessings of the gospel. These forms of 
expression, taken literally, would. place 
Christian redemption in the light of a 
bargain, of sale, purchase, and delivery, 
ot amere mercantile transaction. Christ 
could not buy sinners literally, because 
he received all things of his Father as 
a free gift. That evidently is zo gift 
for which a price is paid. If Christ pur- 
chased us, we are his sole pronerty : but 
of whom did he buy us? But (1 Cor. 6. 
20) Christians are God’s property—he, 
not Christ, had given the price, had pur- 
chased them. By the bestowment of the 
gitt of the gospel, they were bound to con- 
sider themselves peculiarly his. Those 
persons described in 2 Pet. 2. 1. were im- 
mortal characters. ‘“ Lord’ here means 
the Supreme Being. Christ is never in 
the New Testament, called by the title 


here rendered Lord. In Acts 20. 28. | 


Feed the church of God &c. Of whom 
did God purchase the church? It should 
be rendered, church of the Lord. The 
text means that Christ had acquired his 
church by his sufferings and death, not 


= 


Again it is said, Christ was our propi- 
tiation. .Rom. 3.25 and John 2. 2. and. 
4. 10. In the first text the word should 
be properly rendered mercy-seat. ‘The 
‘mercy of God being revealed to us by 
Christ, 1John:2. 2. Through Christ the 
mercy of God isso displayedas to relieve 


his gospel has the most frropfitious influ- 
ence, and produces the most happy effects 
in the hearts and lives of all who receive 
and obey it. 1 John 4. 10. God is said 
to love us befere he sent his Son—his love 
was the cause ot sending him—and there- 


atone. 

It is said that Christ éore our sins. 1 
Pet.2.24. When Christ is said “to have 
borne our sins, in, or by his own body on 


the cause or means of removing them; 
in allusion to Is. 53 “Surely he hath 
borne our grief and carriedour sorrows.” 


the cures of several disorders of the body 
by our Saviour, asserts that these were a 
fulfilment of that which was spoken by 
the prophet Esaias, “ Himself took our 
infirmities and Dare our sicknesses.” In 
scriptures, the bearing of sin means the 
bearing of it away, the removal of it, ei- 
ther literally or figuratively. Christ re- 
deemed the Israelites from the curse of 
the law, by being “made a curse for 


made? Wasit the imputation of their 
sins, and undergoing the punishment due 
forthem? ‘The curse consisted exclu- 
sively in the circumstance of “ hanging on 
a tree;” for it is added, “ cursed is every 
one that hangeth on atree.” Gal. 3. 15. 

Trinitarians assert, accofding. with 

their scheme, that Christ boré the sins ot 
| all mankind upon him, and ali the tor- 

menting pains of a sinner’s soul, indeed, 
of the souls of all sinners together, when 


says that he was offered without s/:ot or 
blemish. But this, they-say is spoken of 
his divine nature—in reply, was it his di- 


that he had paid a price to God for it. 
So also Paul in Tit, 2, 14, 


died ? © Watts says in his hymns, “the 
Great Jehovah dies!” It was hig Auman 


us from our sins, and trom the pain and 
misery in which they had involved us;” 


fore there could be no’ ‘wrath in him to. 
the tree,”’ the sense is, that he has been» 


And this is proved in the New Testament, 
where Matthew, in giving an account of © 


them.” What was the curse that he was — 


he was offered up. But the scripture © 


tied nature that was cffered up, and 
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nature that died: he laid’ down his Au- 


man life for the salvation of mankind: a. 


sea] to the truth of those testimonies, be 
had been commissioned “by him who 


- gent him” to preach to sinners. 


It is said that by his strifes we are 
healed. ‘That is, not that our sins were 
imputed to the Messiah, and he punished 
on account of them, and in our stead, but 
that by the means and hcpes of the Gos- 
pel which it cost our Lord his life to com- 
municate to mankind, the effects of sin, 
as well as sin itself, will be removed, and 
those who were spiritually weak and 
wounded, will be cared, and made moral- 


ly and spiritually strong and healthy. 


And the practical Christian feels too, that 
by the internal reproofs and stripes of 
Christ, the Eternal Word, the. obedient 
soul is healed of atl its sins and infirmi- 
tics. 

is said that Jesus was raised from 


the dead by his own power, and that 


therefore he was God. John 2. 19—10. 
17, 18 are the texts adduced in proof: but 
he says expressly in the last, “ This com- 
maydment have I received of my Father”: 
of course the power wasderived. By re- 
ferring to other texts, the reader will see 
that God raised him from the dead. Acts 
2. 32. 33, 36—S. 13, 15—4. 10—5. 30—10. 
40—Rom, 8.11—10. 9.—1 Cor. 6. 4—2 
Cor. 13.4—Gal. 1. 1—Eph. 1. 19—22— 
Phil. 2. 9—11. 
It is argued that Jesus was filled with 
all the fulness of the Godhead bedily, and 


ahat he was of course God. But the ear- 


iy Christians were partakers of the divine 
nature, 2. Pet. 1. 4 and filled with all the 
fuluess of God. Eph. 3. 19. 

" ‘Lo confirm the views we have present- 
ed-of the great design ef the mission of 
Jesus Christ, we might refer to many 
portions of the Sacred Writings: but we 
conceive it tobe needless. Vhe observa- 
tions we may add, will be such as have 
occurred to the mind, in the course of our 
reflections on this momentous subject. 

It appears from these scriptures, that 
Jesus of Nazareth was a man, approved 
ef God, by miracles, and wonders, and 
signs, which God did byhim. Acts 2.22. 

He was not the Supreme Being, but on- 


ly the Christ, the Son of the living God. 


Matt. 16, 16. 


— 


God anointed hin with the holy spir it 
and with power. Acts 10. 53. 

And was manifest in him. 1 ‘Vim.3.16- 

He — a prophet like unto Moses, 
Acts 3. 2 

He was ade j in all things like unto his 
brethren. Heb. 2. 17. 

He was made perfect through sufler- 
ings. Heb. 2. 10. 

For his obedience unto death, God hath 
highly exalted Lim, Phil. 2. 8, 9. 

He could do nothing of himself. John 
5. 19, 

These writings teach us also, that Je- 
} sus and the Father were one [in design 
anc purpose.] John 10. 30. 

And that the apostles were one with 
Christ. John 17.11.21. 22. 33—Gal. 8 
28. 

Christ was the messenger of God. Jno. 
4. 34.—5. 30. 36. S7—6. 40. 44. 

He was made Lord and Christ. 
2. 36. 

A kingdom was given to him. Luke 
22:29. 

He was subject to the Father. 
15. 24. 25. 57. 28. 

And sanctified by Him. John 10. 36. 

He had infirmities. Heb. 7.27. 

It also appears that the word Christ is 
used in another sense in these writings: 
As the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 1 Cor, 1. 24. 

Whose power created the world. Jno. 


Acts 


1 Cor 


The resurrection and the life. 
$3;-35. 


The light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. John 1. 9. 

The word nigh in the heart. Rom. 190. 
8. Jer. 31. 33. 


The chief corner stone. Eph. 2. 20. 
1 Pet. 2.6. 


The only name, [or power] whereby 
men are to be saved. Acts 4. 12. 

The anointing which teacheth «all 
things. 1 John 2. 27. 

The gospel preached in every crea~ 
ture. Matt. 24.14. 1 Pet. 1.25. 

It alsoappears that we are aot to be 
saved by purchase, but by grace. Eph. 
2. 


Jehn 


Our repentance is necessary to salva 


‘tien. Luke 13. 3. 
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Faith is useless without works. James 

_ God will have all men to be saved. 1 

im. 2. 4. 

in every nation, he that feareth 
him.and worketh righteousness, is accept- 
ed with him. Acts 10. 35. 

The whole nature of virtue consists in 
eonformity to, and the whole nature of 
yice in declining from, the will of God. 

The doctrines of Calvin have been 
plainly exposed, and found to be incon- 
sistent with the tenor of Scripture ; and 
whoever will be at the trouble of consid- 
ering the preaching of the Apostles Pe- 
ter and Paul, as set forth in the Acts of 
the Apostles, and compare it with the or- 
thodox sermons of the present day, will 
discover a wide difference between them ; 
they might indeed suppose them to be 

t wo different religions. 

Theterms the orthodox use are anti- 
scriptural, as has been shewn. A God- 
man is a being of which the Scriptures 
never speak ; a compound of two beings 
infinitely different from each other. 

But all who are opposed to these ab- 
surdities are called God-deniers. Do 
they deny Christ’s death? Do they dis- 
pute the impertance of the death of. 
Christ, as among the means, in the Divine 
hands, of man’s redemption? ‘The or- 
thodox say, that the second person of the 
Trinity, perfect God, died; they say, God 
ts immortal. The orthodox say, that this 
dying God was punished by God (and yet 
there is only.one God) for sin ;' they 
‘say, Christ was not punished atall. The 
orthodox say that the Saviour of the 
world, being a pure, eternal, unchangea- 
4le mind, never could be crucified—but 
that the body of Jesus, in whom this pow- 

er was more peculiarly ~~ was 

crucified and died. 

To say that Jesus did not intend to save 
all sinners, but ohly certain elect, is to re- 


present him asa gross deceiver of the | 


people ; for he said “Come unto me, all 
ye that are weary” &c.. This has always 
exasperated those, who, in their own con- 


eit, have taken out their patent of clec- 


dion, and consider themselves “ kings in- 
cog. travelling, disguised like-pilgrims, to 


AN EPISTLE 


To Friends within the compass of Pitas 
delphia Yearly Meeting, by John Mott 


My beloved Friends,—Since my return 
home, almost as often as I get into still- 
ness, peace and quietude pervade my 
mind, and a testimony arises in my heart, 
to the faithfulness of Him who cannot lie, 
and who said, and it stands good for ever. 
“My covenant I will not break.” He 
spake in vision to my soul, thatif 1 should 
be faithful in a little service, due to the 
churchin your land, my outward dwelling 
might be a peaceful retreat for a season. 

My soul is often filled with gratitude, in. 
remembrance of the high favour bestow-. 
ed upon you, in opening a way for his peo- 
ple, so that they have not been scattered 
abroad. And great will be the unfaith- 
fulness and consequent condemnation of 
this generation, if under all the blessings 
and favours of a gracious Providence, the 

work of reformation should not be carried 
forward: For every age hath its allotted 
portion of work, in promoting the graduai 
advancement of the church of Christ, to 
a state recognized by the Psalmist, when 
he said, “Out of Zion, the perfection of 
beauty, God hath shined.” 
| It is very evident that the chuviti much 
needs purification, not only from many 
vain customs, and inconsisteft practises, 
but also from the corrupt doctrines of an- 
tichrist; through which the kingdom ot 
the beast is much enlarged, by substitu- 
ting the wisdom, devices, and doctrines of 
men, for the pure, simple, unflattering, 
and experimental doctrines of eternal 
| truth. “Therefore heli hath enlarged 
herself, and opencd her mouth without 
measure ; and their glory, and their mul- 
titude, and their pomp, shall descend in-— 
to it.” ‘These uncertain, confused no- 
tionsof men, that they call religion, is 
Gomorrah, the empire ot desolation, Ba- 
bel the seat of confusion. And surely it 
is cause of deep gratitude, that, at such a 
time, the Father of mercies is about to 
|“turn the people to a pure language,” 
uncorrupted by prejudice and tradition. 


religion, which no member of the tre 


their dominions above.” 
{Zo be continued. } 


church can misunderstand. And would 


‘This language of Zion is experimental. 
people be content with theis own living 
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experiences, without imposing their opin- eternal arm of power, to tlie effectual 


jons on others, contention about religion 
would , cease, and Christianity would no 
longer be a reproach among the na- 
tions. For in the same proportion that 
the sincere, seeking mind is drawn from 
outward dependences, there is a gath- 


cring to the true Shiloah of God, where | 


peace, love, and harmony grow beside 
those heavenly streams. 

In this bond of Christian fellowship the 
social feelings have their dune exercise. 
Families, neighbourhoods, denominations 
of men, and the nations of the earth are 
all preserved by this salt of the covenant 
of peace. Canons and creeds are not 
much used in this “ house of God.” En- 
vy, hatred, and pride clothe not upon its 
Snhabitants. They are, therefore not 
found sitting in the temple of God as ar- 
biters of the consciences of their breth- 
ren. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord of Sa- 
baoth, that in every day and age, when 
persecution, in any of its various forms, 
has fallen upon the faithful, he hath 
opened unto these an access, and gra- 
cidusly encouraged them to appeal, from 
the partial, unfeeling tribunal of such as 
in their blind zeal go on judging and con- 
demning, toa more merciful and impar- 
tial seat of judgment and justice, where 
purity of motive fails not to find accep- 
tance. O! the purity of eternal justice 
and truth !—How impartial the distribu- 
tion of its crowns of peace, to all those, 
wiht, following Christ in the regeneration, 
are given to sit on thrones of righteous 
judgment, judging down sin and iniquity 
gn themselves and others, leaving the Al- 
mighty to judge of the motives, opinions, 


or doctrines of such as do justly, love mer-| 


cy, and walk humbly with their God. 
When I have beheld the wonderful 
workings of Him whois infinite in wis- 
dom, in overturning the pride, power, 
apd policy of man,—in contounding the 
language of all Babel builders, in order 
that his own temple or empire of justice, 
peace, and love may be set over these, 
and established above the heights of all 
the mountainsof highly professing Israel, 
my soul hath been bowed in awful sup- 
plication before him whose work it is, 


| breaking down of every strong hold, to 
the humbling of every exalted feeling, 
and to the lifting up, in hope and confi- 
dence, the heads of his humbled, exer- 
cised, and baptised children. 

“ Where much is given, much is re- 
quired.” Andif lam given to discern 
| the signs of the times, a reformation is 
required of this generation from some of 
the mysterious darkness of man’s fallen 
wisdom, by which many have been dark- 
ened by words without the true knowl- 


edge of God and of Christ; whom toknow 
is life eternal; to know him experimen- 
tally, by putting on the divine nature, and 
not by a mere blind assent to such doc- 
trines as their fathers have taught them. 
And much is it to be lamented, that there. 


| should be found among whe sons and 


daughters of our enlightened day, so 


| many who prefer contending about the 


husk, to the possession of the kernel 
who had rather be making creeds and 
doctrines than living lives of humility and 
self-denial, in conformity to the example 
and precepts of Jesus; whoby a sinless 
life, through all the trials and temptations 
to which he was incident, condemned sin 
in the flesh, and established a living tes- 
timony of everlasting encouragement ‘to 
generations to come, thereby showing, 
that man is not only made perfect, bu: 
enabled through obedience so to live. 
Nor could a greater testimony be produc- 
ed by a manifestation in the flesh, than 
that which was given to the world by the 
undefiled life of Jesus, enforced by the 
pure precepts of Christ through that out-_ 
ward manifestation. 
God is one, and of one mind towards the 
whole human family. And he who can- ° 
not give his glory to another, confers it on 
himself in every of his manifestations, 
whether in the inanimate or animated 
world, whether in the lofty mountain, the _ 
wide extended plain, the starry heavens, 


| jn the vast expanse of waters, or in the | ; 


intellectual world of mind, made account- 
able to him because endowed with know]l- 
edge. In every of these manifestations 
of his wisdom and power, the glory still 
is his; he is the same unchangeable God, 
and turneth not away from one of the | 


that he wayld still carry it on by his own 


least gf his children, however remotely 
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situated in the ik parts of the earth, or 
however ignorant-of what some call the 
doctrines of the Christian religion. The | 
ereat fandamental principles of eternal 
truth and righteousness being universally | 
impressed, cannot be misunderstood by 
thesinceteiriheart. Howeverdiversified | 
the human mind may be in sentimenta) | 
things, so long as each comes up to the 
standard of that knowledge which God | 
has given him, his notions of God, how- 
ever erroneous, cannot be his condemna- 
tion, any more’ than the most consistent | 
notions can become his justification, while 
living in actual disobedience to the mea- 
sure of light given. : 
Wehave reason to believe, that the | 
truths of the gospel which are, and will | 
be unfolded to this generation, will open | 
the way forthe gradual removal of the | 
veil of prejudice, bigotry, and superstition, | 
which has so long continued to over- | 
spread the visible church, and that the | 
acknowledgment that Jesus Christ is | 
come in the flesh, will be not only in word 
but in deed, not only in faith, but in prac- 
tice, because this age seems loudly to be 
called en to come out of the religion of the 
head, to the religion of the lieart, and by 
a life of godliness to acknowledge God 


come in the flesh. : 


We have a great deal of crying out in | 
the assemblies, “Thou art Christ, the | 
son of the living God,” by such as are vir- 
tually denying his name, and persecuting 
his.people—much running from Jerusa- 
lem to Damascus with letters, and many 
excommunications from the synagogues. 
But tothe praise of his name who re- 
mains to be gracious, his gathering arm 
_ of power has been mercifully stretched 
- over us, that we have not been scattered 

abroad ; but rather, through all the aceu- 

sations, denunciations, and persecutions of 

false brethren, and shaking of false hea- 
--vens, have we been gathered, and I trust 
- are still gathering to the peaceable stan- 
dard ofthe Lamb. For this my spirit 
travails both by night and by day, at home 
and abroad. 

“1 haye seen. the ,foolish taking root, 
but suddenly I cursed his habitation.’ 


_An evil root of unbelicf is evidently grow- |) 


ing in seme, who have departed from the | 
. Tiving God am followed their own spirits 


Even after having witnessed the ‘pute. 
tion of the live coal to purge their lips, for 
want of patiently abiding with the gift in 
its gradual operation and growth, they 
have made haste to be rich in works, and 
have imprudently declared the vision 
“before the Son of man be risen.” In- 
stead of waiting to know all their works 
wrought in them, they have formed li! e- 
nesses of things in heaven, and have cloth- 
ed themselves with their own righteous- 
ness, instead of being clothed with the 
demonstration of the spirit and power of 
God. Testimonies thus borne are a bur- 
then to tne living baptized members of 


| the body. 


I think I have seen the danger of a 
perficial ministry growing up among us 
at this time; partly for want of sufficient 
depth, in those who hear and judge, to 
distinguish between that which. arises 
from the creaturely wisdom and will, 
nearly resembling the /ife, though dead, 
and that which arises from the life, under 
the crucifying power of the cross, and 
muchcreaturely weakness. Hence those 
living offerings are very likely to, be, 
coubted, and even rejected by the. master. 
builders in the outward court, while testi- 
monies clothed with the excellency of 
man’s wisdom, which the Lord abhors, 
and which are mere likenesses of heaven- 
ly things, are received as food convenient, 
because congenial with the dead spirits, 
dead faith, and perverted judgment of 
such as are living in that element from 
whence satan was seen to descend, in the 
deceivableness of unrighteousness, and’ in 
the near resemblance of the Son of man; 
which was declared tobe as the lightn- 
ing, illuminating in its travel, from one 
degree of heavenly mindedness toanother, 
from the first mansion of his house, to the 
fulness of God upon the throne of his own 
righteous judgment in the soul. 

€ To be continued. ) 
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“5, Blow the Light in man is a gift, and 


"it: G’s distinction between the meritori- 
ous andinsirumental cause ealva- 
tion, examined. 


H.G. “Art thounot able to distin- 


guish between the giver and the gift, be- 
tween the fountain and #he stream.” p-7. 
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- ness and the receiving thereof, grace for 
ce. But while the distinction between 


and grace of God in 
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. Answer. “Yes, T do distinguish be- 
tween the giver and the gift, between the 
fountain and the stream, between the ful- 


and the gift of his spirit, or between 
Christ and his light within, seems to be | 
no more than between the fountain and 
the stream ,how ly erroneous is it 
to conclude that the Spirit cannot be the 
Saviour, or that the light of Christ is noz 
saving ! For that is all one as to say, 


that either the strearn is not the same wa- 
ter with the fountain, or that the stream 
cannot wash, because not the fountain or 
fulness. Whoinhis right wits will be- 
lieve this?” 


H. G. “ But again it appears thou dis- | 


tinguishest not between the meritorious 
cause of man’s salvation, and the instru- 
mental, the killing of the sacrifice, and 
the sosaeage, the blood,” &c. p. 7. 8. 

Answer. “ Where does the scripture 
make this distinction, or say that the x7/- 
ling of the sacrifice, (which he must mean 
of Christ) is the meritorious cause of 
man’s salvation ? Such like blind distinc- 
tions are fit to darken knowledge, and 
blind people’s minds. And how gross 
and unchristian is it to place such a mer- 
it, or worth, upon that murderous act of 
killing the sacrifice, if he mean Christ, as 
his discourse implies? Forthough Christ 
Jesus, by that inherent holiness and orig- 


him, offered and gave himself up to suffer, 
and tasted death for every man; yet the 
crucifying and killing him, according to 
the flesh, was an act of murderers and 

rsecutors, who by wicked hands put 

im to death. So that the dignity and 
worth wasin Christ, and on his part, 
through all his sufferings, and not in the 
act of killing him by wicked hands, nor 
en their parts. Howbeit, the sufferings 
and death of Christ were of great value 
with the Father, and his power did ap- 
pear through allto the bruising of the 
serpent’s head. 


_ And if it be the work of the Spirit ‘to 
sanctify and renew us, is not this a saving 
work? And doth not this bring us to re-, 
ceive the atonement, and to enjoy peace. 
Those who follow and obey this Spirit for 
a reconciliation, (through the death of 
Christ) are saved by his life. - And so the 
work of Christ in saving and redeeming 
man from iniquity, and in making atone- 
ment, peace, and union between God and 
man, however these be directly pointed 
atand made way for by the sufferines 
and death of Christ, yet they are inward- 


ly revealed, effected, and fulfilled by the 
spirit or life of Christ, where the word of 
conciliation is received in the heart. | 


For Christ’s appearance and suffering in 
the flesh, did really and directly point at 
those spiritual ends, (which are for man’s 
eternal advantage) to be fulfilled by his 
appearance in spirit. 


INTEMPERANCE. 
( Continued from fr. 91,) 


_ In regard to the cur of intemperan 
it may be truly said that. “clouds te 
darkness rest uponit.” The habit, when 
confirmed, is so rarely breken, that all 
the means hitherto employed, scarcely 
furnish one feeble ray of ho e. Intempe 
rance has been called a “disease of the 
mind”’; but it is a disease of both the bod 
and mind ;—the whole man is 
contaminated, and overwhelmed. 

The pulmonary consumption, in refer- 
ence to its incurable nature, has been call- 
ed the ofifrobrium of the medical science ; 
but the disease in question remains to be 
the opprobrium of the sciences, of law, of 
Medicine, and of morals! 

“J have no doubt”—answered a drun- 
kard to one who was eloquently depicting 
to him the dreadfal nature of this vice— 
“I have no doubt that all-you say isivery 
true, but you might as well sing psalms 
to a dead horse as to talk to me.” Ano- 
ther under like circumstances said, “ Your . 
reasoning is unanswerable; nevertheless, 
I feel the appetite for liquor so. irresisti- 
ble, that 1 would brave the cannon’s 
mouth to obtain it, though certain of des- : 
truction’! “TI have witnessed,” says Dr. 
Trotter, “the situation of some drun- 
kards, when their potation had been lon- 
ger withheld than usual: itis impossible — 
to relate such a scene; frantic gestures ;. 
hideous yells ; screams of torture ; looks 
of despair: groans, sighs, weeping, and 
gnashing of teeth, are but a describable 

art of it: it may literally be summed up 
in what :is called the ‘torments of the. 
damned’ ”! 

It is thus that the intemperate. man in 
forsaking nature, gives a new law to the 
system, more powerful, and more ungov- 
ernable than the laws of nature herself. 
The truly an ob+ 
ject of sympathy and. compassion ; 
though he often me 
ridicule and contempt. 

An empyrical remedy, under the name 
of * Chambers’ medicine,” has been lat- 
terly introduced, and much extolled for 
curing the disease. Its use appears to be 
founded on the principle of creating dis- 
gust in the patient’s mind, and associating- 
the nayseous with his favourite bev- 
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erage. But to get rid of this assoc‘ation, 
he has only to. change the liquor. The |; 
pfinciple is not a new one; it has long 
since been trner|, and found to fail. Grad- 
ual abstraction has also been resorted to, 
under various modifications, and to as lit- | 
tle purpose : the taste of the liquor, like |) 
the taste of blood in beasts of prey, only 
serves to whet the appetite, the calls of 
which are not tobe silenced, till glutted 
to satiety. , 
Strong impressions made on the mind, 
have sometimes destroyed the halyit. A 
_ certain drunkard, in his daily walks to 
a neighbouring inn, was accompanied by 
a favourite goat ; the man, one day, hav- 
ing prevailed on him to enter the tavern, 
made him partake of the intoxicating 
draught, and the poor animal returned 
home reeling with his drunken master. 
On the following day they went to the 
tavern together as usual, but: the goat 
warned by yesterday’sdisaster,and wiser, 
it seems, than his owner, could not be in- 
duced to approach the door of the inn. 
‘This incident took hold of the drunkard’s 
inind with such effect, that it broke: his 
liabit, and he remained a sober man from 
that day forward! Another drunkard, 
reeling along the pavement, tumbled in- 
toa cellar window, which proved just 
wide enough to receive his body, his tace | 
towards the street, and his armns resti 
on the sills. Unable to extricate himse 
trom this awkward predicament, a dog, 
passing that way, approached the patient, 
and saluted him in the face, after the cus- 
tom of that animal. Aroused to a deep 
sense of his degradation by this circum- 
stance, the drunkard was thereby re- 
claimed. 


* A friend of mine,” says Dr. Trotter, 
“an eminent physician inthe north, was 
consulted by a gentleman on the subject 
of correcting an unfortunate attachment 

_£0 the bottle, in the wife of his bosom. 
They formally sat down to deliberate, 
and the doctor listened with much pa- 
tience to all the ways and means that had 
been devised by the distressed and affec- 


tionate husband to reclaim his cara sfou- 


sa, So much had been done, and so man 

expedients tried in vain, that the physi- 
cian declared nothing further could be 
attempted, but to place:a hogshend of 
brandy before her, and let her drink till | 


— 


shegave uft the ghost! Thelast part of ' 
the sentence was pronounced with con- | 


siderable emphasis. It $0 happened that 
the lady, suspecting the subject of con- | 
sultation-to be herself, was concealed in 
an adjoining room, and. overheard every 
word. The words ofthe physician strong. 


dy affected her ; her pride was wounded, ' 


pitch imaginable. In the whirlwind of 
passion the chain of habit was broke ‘in 
an instant: female delicacy resumed ‘its 
ascendency over her actions ; and from 
that moment she abjured the intoxicating 
charm. Iam sorry to add, my honest 
friend was never after beheld with com- 
plaisance by the fair convert, though he 
had proved to be her best benefactor.’’ 
- Such cases as these serve to furnish. 
hints that may possibly be available in 
some instances, but we ace too ignorant of 
the humar mind, or have too little pow- 
er over the passions, to draw from them 
anv settled rule of practice. The great 
difficulty in the cure consists in making. 
an impression stronger than the appetite. 
for the liquor, and maintaining that im- 
ression until the appetite is subdued. 
[he impression made on the mind of the 
individual whose case is first mentioned, 
was produced by the reflection that the 
t, although proverbially a silly animal, 
had more wisdom than the master: and 
in the case of the man’s wife, by a strong 
sense of resentment. The successful re- 
sults proceeded in both cases, more from 
a certain undefinable susceptibility to be. 
acted on, at the moment, by these impres- 
sions, than from the mere force of the im- 
pressions themselves: ushappily for the 
poor victims, such a ‘susceptible state is 


are generally found to fail in produci 
the desired effect. ( To be continued. } 


Slave Trade in the District of Colum- 
bia—The citizens of Alexandria and 
Washington, tothe of number one thou- 


} sand, have recently presented a petition to. 


Congress, calling the attention of that 
body to an evil of great magnitude which 
exists in the district of Columbia.~Rea- 
ders may learn the nature of the evil re- 
ferred toby perusing ‘the following ex~ 
tract from the petition 
«A colored man, who stated that he 


| wa’ entitled to freedom, was taken up as 
} a rufaway slave, and lodged in the jail of 


Washington city. He was advertised, 
but no one appearing to claim him, he 
was, according to law, put up at publie 
auction, for the payment of his jail fees, 
and sold as a slave fer life! He was pur- 
chased by a slave trader, who was nof 


her resentment roused te the highest 


requéred ta give secusity fer his remait- 
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extremely rare: hence all such means’ 
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ing iu the District, and he was, soon after, 


shipped at Alexatidria for one of the 


Southern States. Anattempt was made 
by some benev¢lent individuals to have 
the sale postponed, until his claim for 
fréedom could be investigated, but their 
efforts were unavailing; and thus was a 
human being sold into perpetual bondage, 
at the capital of the freest government on 
earth, without ¢ven a pretence of trial, or 
an allegation of crime.” 


T have seen the meteors of fashion rise 

- tind fall. The idle part of the world 
crowd round novelty, and give it notorie- 
ty for a term often much above its deserts, 
hut after being tired, leave it to its fate, 


~~ neglected and forgotten ; while they run | 


with eager scent after new game, which 
‘jn due time is cast off, like the preceed- 
ing. Probably, this levity in mankind is 
ordained for a wise and just purpose, that 


- every new adventurer may have hisday ; 


as it would be a hard fate indeed to mean 
capacities to have no advantages or even 
anetice, which must inevitably be the case, 
i one alone engrossed the whole attention 
of the world, by the sole power of supe- 
wior abilities ; and therefore Nature 
shows us Frequent instances of those to 
whom she has. been niggardly in her gift 
of talents, but, as a recompense, has very 
kindly consigned them to the care and 
patronage of fortune ; and as it would be 
an extreme degree of partiality to endow 
ene favourite with both wisdom and for- 
tune, we seldom witness that injustice. 
Johnson. 

« When men give reins to party pas- 
sion, they are extremely apt to degrade 
and smother whatever of the Christian 
graces may, fora time, have sprung up 
in their hearts. It is worthy of serious 
inquiry by all mén, in these days of party 
heat and passion, and especially by these 
who seem to find the very elements of 
their subsistence so much in revilings,— 
how far a man may really be a Christian, 
and safe with respect to the retributions 
of another life, who not only indulges, but 


seems to have his delight in cherishing a 


spirit of bitter crimination, reviling, anc 
slander. It would scarcely seem possible 
that such an one should reflect a moment 
on his.own frailties and deficiencies, and. 
the constant occasiomhe has toask a can- 
did construction of his conduct, without: 
feeling a deep consciousness of the inex- 
cusable criminality of such a temper. _ 


“What acloud of darkness and dis—- 


quiet must the recollection. of such un- 
christian temper and behaviour, bring 
upon the conscience of the dying man, 
when he is looking up with ardent. desire 
for the mercy, the approving smile, and 
sustaining presence of that Heavenly Fa~ 
ther to whose children he has himself de- 
nied all mercy.” —( Ch. Register. 
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